




LEISURE
With all eyes on Manchester during 

the 2002 Commonwealth Games, 
the city region demonstrated its 

commitment to sport and its breadth of first 
class sporting facilities - many of which have 
now been earmarked as potential training 
camps for the 2012 London Olympic Games.

With outstanding venues for all manner 
of sport and leisure activities, the city region 
is as well equipped to cater for free-time sport 
enthusiasts as it is high profile professionals.

 
Spotlight on...
Chill Factore

The North West’s first indoor ski resort, 
Chill Factore combines real snow ski slopes 
with an après-ski of an archetypal alpine 
village full of restaurants, bars, cafés and 
stylish shops.

With a gentle nursery slope and an 
impressive 180 metre-long main slope, 
it’s ideal for beginners as well as the more 
experienced winter sport enthusiast. Both Ski 
and Snowboard lessons are available – catering 
for all abilities – from taster sessions to those 
just wanting to brush up on their skills.

A luge run, tubing slope and a children’s 
snow play area makes Chill Factore a great place 
for a family day out and for those who want 
to get a flavour of a getaway to the pistes.

 
All equipment is available to hire 
> www.chillfactore.com

 
Aquatics Centre

Purpose built for the 2002 Commonwealth 
Games, the Aquatics Centre is the only complex 
in the UK to have two 50m swimming pools. 
There’s also a 25-metre pool used for diving 
and water polo, as well as a full fitness studio 
and a health suite.  
 

 
Manchester Velodrome

Home to the Great Britain Cycling Team, 
the Velodrome is regarded within sporting 
circles as one of world’s finest and fastest 
indoor board tracks. Aside from hosting major 
cycling events, the centre is open to everyone 
regardless of ability. 

 
One hour taster sessions are offered for 
beginners with bikes and helmets provided. 
 
Football

THE Manchester city region is home to 
four premiership football teams – Manchester 
United, Manchester City, Wigan Athletic and 
Bolton Wanderers – each with a stadium to 
rival any in Europe.

Old Trafford – or the ‘Theatre of Dreams’ 
as it is more commonly known amongst the 
team’s global fan base – now boasts a capacity 
of over 76,000 following the expansion of the 
North West and North East quadrants.

The City of Manchester Stadium 
which was the focal point of the 2002 
Commonwealth Games remains as much of 
a landmark on the Manchester skyline as it 
does a venue for sporting excellence. As well 
as hosting home games for the resident team, 
Manchester City, the stadium also played  
host to the 2008 UEFA Cup Final.

Bolton Wanderers’ Reebok Stadium is 
another impressive city region football venue. 
One of the 12 founding members of the 
Football League, the club runs an International 
Academy designed to give both boys and 
girls a taste of top-flight football coaching. 
The Academy hosts residential and half-
term courses in and around the city region 
making it entirely accessible to young football 
enthusiasts.

As the home of two of Wigan’s sporting 
institutions – Wigan Athletic Football Club  
and the Wigan Warriors rugby league team – 
the 25,000 seater JJB Stadium sees as many 
top-flight rugby games as it does football. A 
regular host to the International Rugby League, 
many Great Britain ‘Test Matches’ have been 
played there.

For those looking for a more traditional 
Saturday afternoon on the terraces, the 
Manchester city region is home to many  
more local teams such as Oldham Athletic, 
Rochdale, Bury and Stockport County, each 
playing regular fixtures away from the 
spotlight of the Premier League. 
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Golf
WITH well over 100 golf courses in 

and around Manchester, the city region 
has a range of courses to suit golfers of any 
standard. As well as the more prestigious 
clubs with championship-standard courses, 
there’s also plenty of incredibly well-kept 
municipal courses – perfect for those taking 
their first foray into the sport. 

 

Stockport Golf Club
Three miles from Stockport town 

centre, the golf course has fantastic views 
of the Peak District and is a challenging 
regional qualifying course for the Open 
Championship. Whilst visitors are welcome 
Monday to Friday and Sunday afternoons, 
joining rules are relaxed for those new to 
the area, with no requirement for existing 
member referees.

In the wider North West, Merseyside’s 
‘Golf Coast’ is only a stone’s throw away, with 
the world famous Royal Birkdale, Hoylake 
and Royal Lytham courses, all of which have 
hosted numerous Open Championships and 
all admit visitors to the courses.

Rugby
The Manchester city region is also home 

to sporting excellence in Rugby. Sale Sharks – 
who play at Edgeley Park, Stockport – continue 
to be a dominating team in English Rugby 
Union with consistent wins in the Guinness 
Premiership. The Sedgley ‘Tigers’ to the North 
of Manchester are in National League One 
and Manchester, who play in Cheadle to the 
south of the city, are soon to be promoted 
there too. 

There are plenty of opportunities for 
amateur players too with local rugby union 
clubs spread right across the city region, 
playing regular weekend matches. 

Rugby League is another prevalent sport 
in the city region and across the wider North 
West, with Superleague giants Salford City 
Reds, St Helens, Warrington Wolves as well as 
Wigan Warriors, all providing a slice of great 
spectator sport.

Watersports
Windsurfing, Jet skiing, 

powerboating, sailing, canoeing, rowing… 
just some of the water-based activities that 
are easily accessible in the Manchester city 
region. There are numerous locations from 
sailing clubs on spectacular reservoirs in the 
likes of Bolton, Bury and Tameside to dedicated 
centres offering a multitude of courses. 

Trafford Water Sports Centre is one such 
venue, and, set on a 45-acre lake amidst some 
of the city region’s most picturesque scenery, 
is not a place you would expect to find just  
off the M60 motorway. Offering courses for 
beginners and intermediates alike, as well  
as multi-activity days, it’s as ideal for the 
watersport novice as it is for those looking  
to hone a variety of aquatic skills. 

Cricket
Lancashire County Cricket Club, 

residing in Old Trafford, has long been 
regarded as one of the UK’s premier cricket 
clubs, with a squad comprising of England 
giants such as Andrew ‘Freddie’ Flintoff, 
James Anderson and Sajid Mahmood. The 
size and scale of the ground and its facilities 
means it is well-equipped to host major UK 
and international games.

Keen cricketers have ample opportunities 
to practise the sport with local clubs in every 
corner of the city region. 

Racquet sports
Tennis, badminton and squash players 

alike don’t have far to go to find first-class 
facilities in every locality of the city region. 
Local clubs and associations sit alongside 
large-scale centres such as those at Sportcity, 
Manchester and Bolton Arena in Middlebrook.

Outdoor pursuits
The Manchester city region is 

nestled amongst spectacular countryside 
surroundings. The Peak District, to the south-
east, is a 555 square mile national park with 
plenty of walking, hiking and biking trails. 
Guided walks regularly depart from the visitor 
centres dotted around the area, where those 
wishing to cycle can also hire bikes. 

The Transpennine trail is another 
favourite with walkers, hikers, cyclists and 
even horse riders. Connecting the Irish Sea 
coast in the west to the North Sea coast in the 
east, the trail is 215 miles long in its entirety 
and runs right through the heart of the city 
region. The trail can be picked up at various 
points in Trafford, Stockport and Warrington 
and takes you through some of the most 
historic and picturesque towns in the north 
of England.

The Lake District lies to the north of the 
city region and is home to Scafell Pike which, 
at a staggering 978 metres, is England’s 
highest mountain. Set in picture-perfect 
landscapes, the vast lakes and waters such as 
Windermere, Bassenthwaite and Coniston are 
ideal settings for both tranquil and activity-
packed days out alike.

Within just an hour of the city region 
there’s... Trough of Bowland – outstanding 
countryside combining fells, valleys and 
moors; North Wales; a day at the seaside at 
Formby or Blackpool beaches; Historic towns 
such as York and Chester. M

Key events in 
the city region 
sporting calendar
 
March: Wilmslow Half Marathon 
May: Great Manchester Run, Two Cities  
Boat Race July: Salford Triathlon
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I am from Lancaster 
originally and had moved
to London in the 1970s 

where I settled with my family and worked 
in organisational development roles for 
HSBC Investment Banking, Penna Human 
Resources and the BBC. When our two 
daughters started university, my husband 
and I realised a long-term ambition to move 
back up North. 

“It was a decision based on quality of life. 
I had family up here, but I also missed the 
landscape and the people. In 2004 we moved 
to a farmhouse in North Yorkshire – not far 
from Kirkby Lonsdale, a lovely picturesque 
market town. The house came with a walled 
garden where, as keen gardeners, we can grow 
everything we ever wanted; from apples, 
strawberries and gooseberries to potatoes, 
carrots, lettuce and herbs. 

“The location is ideal for both living and 
working. We are half an hour from the 
Yorkshire Dales, the Lake District and the sea 
with good road and train links to Manchester. 
The first few years we were here we didn’t go 
on holiday – we didn’t need to – we were 
where we wanted to be, with the best of the 
British countryside on our doorstep. We are 
keen walkers too and feel very privileged to 
have such easy access to some of the most 
beautiful landscapes in the country. 

“We also have easy access to a diverse 
range of cultural arts and entertainment. In 
Manchester, we enjoy going to concerts at  
the Bridgewater Hall and plays at the Royal 
Exchange. There is also a very vibrant arts 
community in Lancaster and Kendal and the 
surrounding areas.

“ “We have built good friendships with 
many people in the area and have found the 
ability to socialise and be spontaneous much 
easier than in London where our friends were 
geographically scattered over a much wider area.

“One of the reasons we wanted to move 
from London was the travelling to work – it 
was death by commuting, really. On a bad day 
it could involve standing most of the way on 
overcrowded trains facing delays and 
cancellations. Although the commute to 
Manchester is still substantial, it is a dream in 
comparison to London. It’s a lovely journey.  
I can work on the train with my laptop and 
I’ve made friends with others who commute 
from the nearby area. There’s a positive and 
polite atmosphere; it’s a quiet and pleasant 
commute and very rare that a train is delayed 
or cancelled.

“Both myself and my husband, who 
works as a freelance business consultant, 
make use of the good West Coast transport 
links to London and Scotland. We’re only 
twenty minutes’ drive from the M6 and the 
train connection to London in particular is 
excellent. Our daughters who now both work 
in London have been pleasantly surprised about 
how easy it is for them to come and visit. 

“In terms of choice of employment, I did 
have to be flexible when I began looking for 
positions and needed to think about my 
transferable skills. I initially took a maternity 
leave short-term contract in the University  
of Manchester’s careers department which 
allowed me to forge links with the academic 
community and apply for my current role.

“It was a big decision to make the move up 
here but it has paid off and we are now living 
the life in the country that we always hoped for.”

SPOT–
LIGHT
2.

A passion for walking, gardening 
and beautiful landscapes has 
seen Roz Stevens and her 
husband make the move North 
after twenty-five years in London. 
A Senior Consultant at the Centre
for Educational Leadership, 
Roz works at the University of 
Manchester and lives on the 
outskirts of a small village in 
rural North Yorkshire. Being able 
to work in Manchester and live in 
North Yorkshire has transformed 
her life.
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The Manchester city region is home 
to an impressive array of regional 
hospitals, specialist care centres, 

private healthcare and a reliable, accessible 
system of GP and dentist surgeries.

Whether you’re looking for private or 
NHS dentists, specialist private healthcare 
providers, alternative therapists, or just a 
new local family doctor, the city region has  
a range of options to suit all.

GPs
There are certainly no shortages of GP 

surgeries in the North West, with almost 600 
GPs listed in the Manchester city region alone.

For non-emergency cases out of hours, 
the city region is also home to 11 of England’s 
90 walk in centres. There is also a ‘Commuter 
Walk in Centre’ based by Manchester Piccadilly 
station, one of only three non-London sites in 
the country.

To find your local doctor, including 
information on whether they have late 
surgeries or are accepting new patients, 
the NHS website, www.nhs.uk/
servicedirectories, has a search facility 
that can help you find what you need.

Dentists
There are over 400 NHS-registered 

dentists in the Manchester city region. There 
are also a number of dentists that are either 
private practises, or both NHS and private.

Two private dental clinics of note are 
the Kendalmere Cosmetic Dental Practise 
in Bolton and the award-winning Kissdental 
Clinic in Manchester, recently voted ‘Best 
UK Private Dental Practice of the Year’. The 
clinic’s clients travel from across the UK and 
the world to see their consultants, and to keep 
up with demand, are considering opening a 
second branch on Harley Street in London. 

Opticians
For eye-care, there are over 330 registered 

opticians in the city region, with almost 60 alone 
in the Oldham and Rochdale areas.

The Manchester Centre for Vision, based 
at the Royal Eye Hospital, is a private facility 
where they specialise in the full range of 
diagnostic and treatments for eye diseases 
and is regarded as one of the leading eye 
hospitals in Europe.

Physios
The city region is also home to a number 

of specialist physiotherapy clinics, some of 
which are among only a handful in the UK. 
For example, the Manchester Neurotherapy 
Centre in Salford is one of only a few specialist 
clinics that focus on neurological conditions 
in the UK.

The region is also home to Metro 
Physio which, with five practises, is one of 
the busiest multi-locational physio clinics in 
the Manchester city region specialising in 
meeting the needs of leading professional 
sports teams and major corporations in 
Manchester.

Other specialist clinics in the city region 
include the Bradshawgate Physiotherapy Clinic 
in Bolton, which specialises in women’s health 
and neurological conditions and a clinic at the 
Radcliffe Borough Football Club in Bury, which 
focuses on musculoskeletal conditions, sports 
injuries, and post accident rehab. 

 
Private Healthcare

Relocatees to the region also have 
a choice of a variety of private healthcare 
clinics, including the only branch of Sameday 
Doctors to be located outside of London. 
Other private healthcare options include the 
likes of the Independent Family Doctors in 
Didsbury and the South Manchester Private 
Clinic in Stockport.
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Private Hospitals
The strength of the healthcare sector in 

the city region is supported by the news that 
minor procedures from NHS hospitals will 
be given to Independent Sector Treatment 
Centres – two of which are to be based in the 
Manchester city region. These two centres, 
out of a total of ten in the country, are 
expected to provide more than 1.5 million 
procedures and outpatient consultations.

The list of private hospitals in the 
city region include three BMI Hospitals in 
Stockport, Bolton and Rochdale, as well as 
two Spire Hospitals (formerly BUPA), in 
Manchester and Warrington. Other private 
hospitals include the Bridgewater Hospital in 
Manchester, the Lifescan Manchester in Sale, 
Oaklands Hospital in Salford and The Regency 
Hospital in Macclesfield.

Another specialist healthcare provider 
in the city region is the Marie Stopes 
Manchester Centre, an IVF and fertility 
specialist. Out of a total of nine centres across 
the UK, the Manchester centre is one of only 
two North of England centres.

Hospitals
There are 45 hospitals in the 

Manchester city region. Of these, 16 have 
A&E facilities. The city region is also home  
to well-respected specialist hospitals such as 
one of the leading cancer centres in Europe, 
The Christie Hospital in Manchester. 

Manchester Royal Infirmary, St Mary’s 
Hospital for Women and Children, the Royal 
Eye Hospital, the Dental Hospital, the Children’s 
Hospitals in Salford and Booth Hall Hospital 
in North Manchester are other specialist 
hospitals to be found in the city region.

Of the hospitals located in Manchester, 
five have been awarded ‘Good’ ratings by the 
Healthcare Commission, with the Salford Royal 
Hospital receiving not only an ‘Excellent’ 
rating, but confirmation that they are the best 
performing hospital in the North West for  
the quality of their services, and in the top  
4% in England. 

Complementary 
Therapists

There are over 100 complementary 
therapists operating in the city region that 
specialise in areas such as Reiki, accupuncture, 
hypnotherapy, accupressure, Alexander 
technique, Bowen Therapy, Chinese medicine, 
hopi ear candles, Indian head massage, 
Shiatsu, Naturapathy and Kinesiology. M

HEALTH
CARE
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Getting Here
First-class connectivity with other parts 

of the UK is due to the city region’s extensive 
rail and road network. As a very accessible 
region with excellent transport links, getting 
to Manchester is effortless, whichever form  
of travel you choose.
 
RAIL

All other UK cities are served along the 
National Rail network with Manchester being 
a central UK hub. Virgin Trains run direct 
services from London Euston, with an average 
of three trains an hour reaching Manchester 
Piccadilly from the capital in just over two 
hours. Train operators include Arriva, Central 
Trains, Northern Rail, and First TransPennine 
Express. Living in the Manchester city region 
means the rest of the UK is on your doorstep 
with a range of railway stations to depart from, 
other than Piccadilly,  including Manchester 
Victoria, Oxford Road, Deansgate and stations 
in Wigan and Warrington which sit on the 
west coast mainline.

Road
At the heart of the UK’s motorway 

network, the city region’s location is superbly 
suited to provide straightforward access from 
all parts of Southern & Northern England as 
well as Scotland. The M6, M62 and M56 all 
intersect across the city region while a host of 
A roads will deliver you into Manchester along 
the more scenic routes. 

National Express operates coaches from all 
urban centres UK-wide and if travelling by car, 
follow directions for the M60 – Manchester’s 
ring road.

Air
Being the busiest and largest airport 

outside of London, Manchester Airport 
handles over 22 million passengers annually. 
The airport’s central UK location makes it the 
perfect base for transfers to the rest of the UK 
and Europe. 

The airport has three terminals, two 
runways and over 250 check-in desks. There 
are daily domestic flights from all major UK 
cities including all four London airports, 
Glasgow and Belfast. 

Interconnection with the city region 
and other parts of the UK is first-class with 
‘The Station’ – combining rail, coach, bus 
and taxi facilities operating regular services 
from inside the airport. Rail connections into 
Manchester are as frequent as six times an 
hour, taking around 20 minutes.

Car hire operators have desks in all of the 
terminal buildings and include Avis, Budget 
and Hertz.

Getting Away
Multi-award winning Manchester 

Airport is the gateway to the rest of the  
globe and being only ten miles from the 
city centre, provides access to over 200 
destinations worldwide.

There are over 80 airlines operating  
from Manchester Airport including many 
low-cost operators offering competitive 
prices, such as bmibaby, easyjet, Fly Be and 
Jet2.com, so a city break in Amsterdam or 
Madrid couldn’t be easier. 

Major international operators including 
Continental Airlines, Delta Airlines,  
Emirates, BMI, Etihad Airways and Virgin 
Atlantic provide frequent long haul flights  
to destinations including:

 
• New York 
• Atlanta  
• Chicago 
• Las Vegas 
• Philadelphia 
• Orlando 
• Barbados
• Antigua 
• Dubai
• Abu Dhabi
• Singapore

 
For a full list of destinations, please visit: 
 > www.manchesterairport.co.uk 

Short and long term car parking is 
available at all terminals, with 14,000 spaces 
throughout the airport and the ability to  
pre-book online.

 
Getting Around

Manchester city region dwellers can 
take full advantage of the comprehensive, 
multi modal transport infrastructure. The 
central hub of activity is at the heart of the 
city centre, Piccadilly. From there, you can 
begin exploring the city region by bus, train, 
tram, taxi or on foot.

If your commute requires switching from 
one form of transport to another, the best 
option is to pick up a System One Travelcard. 
These are universally recognised on buses, 
trams and trains running locally throughout 
the city region and can be bought for daily, 
weekly, monthly or annual durations. 

Mode of 	T ravelcard	D uration	P rice 
Transport	T ype

Bus Only	 Bus Saver	 Daily	 £4.30 
			 Bus Saver	 7 days	 £16.00 
			 Bus Saver 	 28 days	 £56.00 
			 Bus Saver	 Annual	 £590.00

	Tram Only	 Daily Adult Peak Return	 Daily	 Approx £3.40 
			 4 weekly Season Ticket	 4 weeks	 Approx £82.10 
			 Quarterly Season Ticket	 Quarterly	 Approx £232.00

Bus & Tram	 Bus Add on	 7 days	 £6.30 
			 Tram Ticket 	 7 days	 £12.00 – £22.00 
			 (depending on route)	 Total	 £18.30 – £28.30

Bus & Train 	 County Card	 7 days	 £27.00 
			 County Card	 28 days	 £85.00 
			 County Card	 Annual	 £850.00	

Bus, Train & Tram	 Day Saver	 Daily	 £7.00

		*Prices are accurate at the time of going to print and may be subject to change

Greater Manchester Passenger Transport Executive (GMPTE) operate ‘Travelshops' at most bus stations throughout the 
city region, providing advice on using the local bus, train and tram services. Please visit www.gmpte.com/travelshops

Rail
Within Greater Manchester, there are 

142 route miles of rail network and 98 railway 
stations, so whichever area of Manchester you 
choose to live in, there is always a local train 
station nearby. 

Tram
The Metrolink, the UK’s most successful  

modern on-street light rail system, is the most 
efficient way to get around the city. There are 
three main routes, all cutting through the city 
centre and travelling outwards from the city 
to Bury, Altrincham and Eccles. New lines are 
being built to extend the system into Oldham, 
Rochdale, Tameside, South Manchester and 
mediacity:uk in Salford.

Popular with Manchester residents, the 
frequency of the services are every six minutes 
during peak times and every 12 minutes 
during off peak times, running very early  
in the morning to late at night.

There are currently plans  for futher 
extensions under Greater Manchester’s ‘TIF’ 
proposals. These would see the network 
extended into the town centres of Rochdale 
and Oldham in the north, to Ashton-under-
Lyne in the east, to the airport in the south 
and through Trafford Park in the west. 
 
For more information please visit: 
> www.metrolink.co.uk

Bus
Most local bus companies offer weekly 

bus passes exclusive to their own fleet. 
Operators include Arriva, Bullocks, 

First, Finglands and Stagecoach all offering 
competitive fares. The extensive network 
covers all areas across the city region with 
regular services to the airport. Night buses 
also operate into the early hours on the more 
popular routes. 

 
Visit GMPTE for further bus information:  
> www.gmpte.com

Metroshuttle 
 Metroshuttle – the free city centre  

bus covers three routes: orange, green and 
purple, circling the city centre between 
7.00am-7.00pm Mon-Sat and 10.00am-
6.00pm on Sundays. As frequent as every 
ten minutes, Metroshuttle connects you to 
the main car parks, Metrolink stops, train 
stations and shopping and leisure areas. 

Taxi
There are two types of taxis in Manchester, 

one of which are traditional black cabs that can 
be found at various taxi ranks around the city 
centre or hailed from the street. The city’s main 
taxi rank is situated outside Piccadilly train 
station. 

The other type is private hire taxi firms, 
recognised by their yellow stickers, which must 
be booked in advance.

Cycle
Cycling is a great and green way to get 

around the city region. Much has been done 
to encourage cycling as an alternative mode 
of getting around, with cycle lanes being 
introduced on most commuter routes and 
secure cycle parking at public transport stops.

Car
Driving in the Manchester city region is 

very straightforward with the M60 circling 
the city region and at the heart of the North 
West’s motorway network. There are NCP 
car parks around the city region and also on-
street car parking. 

Foot
There are many scenic routes and 

walkways for you to choose from throughout 
the city region. The city centre’s compact 
nature makes it a great place to explore 
on foot as the many shopping and leisure 
districts are all close to each other. M
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I had been to
Manchester many times
on business trips and 

really liked the city. When the opportunity 
came up to move here I knew from experience 
that the city region had lots to offer in terms 
of great days out, good restaurants and 
entertainment, but there were other issues 
we had to consider too. 

“Key priorities for us were availability of 
good schools for our son, who was 11 years 
old at the time, a semi-rural location with easy 
access to the city centre and an easy commute 
to London. Happily we found all three.”

“Our home in Goostrey, a quaint village 
in Cheshire near Holmes Chapel, is a fantastic 
location. There’s an excellent junior school 
nearby and a good senior school in Holmes 
Chapel. Goostrey itself has great village 
amenities and is not far from the Peak District 
where we enjoy walking and days out. I’ve 
always lived in London and the South-East  
so it took a bit of getting used to living in the 
countryside but the benefits to our quality of 
life are amazing. Our son is enjoying school 
here and has joined the village football team 
and is in the local scout group. 

“From home to work is about 40 minutes 
on the train. It’s roughly the same as my 
commute was in London, but at about half  
the price and with a guaranteed seat, makes 
travelling much more enjoyable.

“I travel to London on business at least 
once a week so an easy commute was a must. 
Our home is twenty minutes from Crewe 
where I can catch the fast train to London. It 
takes less than two hours from Crewe, so if I 
get the 6.50am train I can be in our office in 
London before 9.00am, which is very handy.

“We’ve been enjoying days out around 
Cheshire and the Peak District and we have 
family in North Wales and Yorkshire which is 
only a few hours drive away. 

“We’ve had some fantastic family days  
out in Manchester too – taking in museums, 
shows and trying out new restaurants. We 
also managed to catch a few concerts and 
shows at the Manchester International 
Festival which was great fun. The whole region 
is rich in industrial heritage sites which make 
interesting day trips too.

“I like a real eclectic mix of music and 
catch gigs at the Bridgewater Hall, Manchester 
Academy, Night & Day and Royal Northern 
College of Music. And, importantly, there are 
some lovely old pubs around Manchester – 
the Circus Tavern on Portland Street is a 
particular favourite. There is just so much to 
do in Manchester and around the city, and we 
are looking forward to discovering more of it.”

STEVE JONES was a 
frequent visitor to 
Manchester until 
October 2005, when 
he made the move 
North with his family  
to take up his role  
as Head of Facilities  
at the General Medical  
Council’s office  
in Manchester.

“
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Further Education
Manchester’s further education offer 

is equally impressive with a wide variety of 
Sixth Form and Further Education colleges  
to be found in every corner of the city region.

Each college offers a range of different 
courses, with several specialising in certain 
popular subject areas such as Art, Music, 
Business and Sport.

Arts & Technology
Manchester College of 
Arts and Technology

Graded as ‘outstanding’ and renowned 
for its range, flexibility and availability of 
courses on offer, MANCAT is based across 
four campuses and is the largest provider  
of further education in Manchester.

A partnership between MANCAT and 
Skills Solutions has helped form Construction 
Skills Manchester. Offering a range of training 
opportunities in the construction industry, 
Construction Skills Manchester is a regional 
Centre of Vocational Ecellence (CoVE) for all 
aspects of construction training, including 
carpentry, joinery, brickwork and plastering.

Media
Mid-Cheshire College

Mid-Cheshire College is situated across 
three campuses, the College’s main campus 
being based in Hartford, right in the heart  
of picturesque Cheshire.

Mid Cheshire College has a Centre 
of Vocational Excellence (CoVE) award in 
New Media Design and provides courses in 
multimedia, digital photography, audiovisual 
technology and web page design.

Music
Royal Northern  
College of Music

The RNCM, formed in 1973, when the 
Royal Manchester College of Music merged 
with the Northern School of Music, has, for 
many years, been the first choice institution 
for a large number of aspiring professional 
musicians from the UK and overseas.

CHETHAMS SCHOOL  
OF Music

Situated in the heart of Manchester city 
centre, Chethams is the largest specialist 
music school in the UK. Students from ages 
8-18 years old, benefit from an exciting and 
dynamic musical and academic timetable.

Sport
South Trafford College

With a Centre of Vocational Excellence 
(CoVE) award for the sport and leisure 
industries, Active England status by Sport 
England and the Talented Athlete Scholarship 
Scheme (TASS), South Trafford College is the 
much coveted place to study sport, recreation 
and leisure.

South Trafford College offers a selection 
of courses in areas such as Coaching, Sports 
Therapy, Instructing Exercise and Fitness and 
Sport Sciences.

Graded ‘outstanding’ in its lastest 
Ofsted inspection, South Trafford College 
also offers apprenticeships in areas including 
hairdressing, hospitality and sport.

 
Higher Education

Manchester’s vast student 
population no doubt reflects the city region’s 
popularity as a first-class student destination. 
Renowned for its vibrant lifestyle offer, the city 
region currently has over 100,000 students 
based across five universities. Between  
them, Manchester University, Manchester 
Metropolitan University, the University of 
Salford, the University of Bolton, and the 
University Centre of Oldham, make up one  
of the largest student populations in the UK, 
not to mention in Europe.

In addition to the five universities  
in the city region, there are a further 18 
universities and Higher Education institutes 
in the North West, making an additional 
population of around 400,000 students in  
the surrounding areas.

Admissions
By providing a high level of support and 

advice, choosing a suitable school for your 
children couldn’t be made any easier.

Each local authority across the city region 
provides guidance and support throughout 
the school admissions and transfer process. 
Dedicated staff are on hand to help parents 
make the best informed decision from selecting 
a nearby nursery through to securing a place 
at a local secondary school, making the process 
as simple and straight-forward as possible. M
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THE Manchester city region is home to 
some of the UK’s finest educational 
institutions. With an impressive 

network of primary and secondary schools 
and a diverse range of specialist colleges and 
universities, the city region’s educational 
offer is incredibly extensive. 

Pre-school
The city region is in no shortage of 

registered childcare services. Throughout  
the region there are a plenitude of nurseries, 
playgroups, crèches, after school clubs and 
registered childminders. 

Each local authority in the Manchester 
city region has its own Children & Families 
Information Service which provides free,  
up-to-date information and advice on all 
registered childcare in the area.

Primary Education
There are over 1,000 primary schools  

in the city region; more than half of which  
are above the UK’s national average.

Some of the region’s top primary  
schools include:

School	L ocation

The Deans Primary School	S alford

North Cheshire Jewish  
Primary School	S tockport

St Joseph’s RC Junior,  
Infant and Nursery School	O ldham

King David Junior School	M anchester

Lowercroft Primary School	 Bury

Source – Primary School (Key Stage 2) achievement  
and attainment tables 2007 (DCFS)

The Deans Primary School 
Rated ‘outstanding’ in 2007, the Deans 

Primary School has been named ‘Best Primary 
School in Britain’. Located in the centre of 
Swinton, the Deans Primary School has  
an excellent record for high educational 
attainment amongst its pupils.

Achieving the best results in the country 
in 2007, the Deans Primary School has been the 
highest performing school in Salford for the past 
three years. In 2007, 100% of pupils studying at 
Key Stage 2 achieved or exceeded the expected 
Level 4 in Maths, English and Science.

As well as holding a Healthy School 
status, the Deans Primary School also has  
an Artsmark Silver award.

EDUCAT---- 
ION

Secondary Education
There are over 300 schools across the 

Manchester city region, each providing a high 
standard of secondary education. With high 
schools, comprehensive schools, public and 
grammar schools, the city region ensures 
parents and pupils alike have the widest possible 
choice when making such an important decision. 

Some of the city region’s leading  
schools include:

SchooL	 Borough

Covenant Christian School (P)	S tockport

Manchester High School  
for Girls (P)	M anchester

Culcheth Hall School	T rafford

Altrincham Grammar School  
for Boys	T rafford

St Ambrose Barlow RC  
High School	S alford

Source – Secondary School (GCSE and equivalent) 
achievement and attainment tables 2007 (DCFS) 
P = Private school

Manchester High  
School for Girls

Located in the suburbs of Manchester 
city centre, Manchester High School for Girls 
is one of the country’s leading private girls’ 
schools. They provide exceptional standards 
of teaching throughout an extensive range of 
academic and extracurricular subjects and 
have been named as one of the UK’s Top Ten 
Independent Schools by The Daily Telegraph.

The Manchester High School for Girls 
caters for girls of all ages; starting at the 
Preparatory Department, pupils can study  
at the school through to Sixth Form.

Ranked as ‘The Best School in the North 
of England’ by The Times with an A level pass 
rate of 100%, each year the high school sees 
all Year 11 students achieving at least five 
A*-C grades in their GCSEs.
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CITY REGION WEST 
Worsley, Salford

Worsley is the perfect choice for people 
looking for the balance between country life 
and city living. Worsley Woods, a 30 acre 
scenic urban fringe site, offers a welcome 
break from the fast pace of city life whilst  
still offering a range of restaurants, bars and 
cafes to keep the socialites within us content. 
This is the most prosperous area in Salford,  
a very stable, attractive and highly desirable 
residential area.

Buying In 
The City Region West
Two-bedroom first floor apartment. Situated 
on a popular and executive cul-de-sac position 
in the very heart of Historic Worsley Village. 
This select development is within walking 
distance of the local shops, pubs and restaurants. 
The Bridgewater canal is also close by. 

Guide price of £139,000*

Originally constructed in 1760, and extended 
in 1850 for the first Earl of Ellesmere, this 
four storey townhouse property is adjacent to 
the Bridgewater Canal. The accommodation 
has been modernised and offers spacious 
accommodation over four floors with two 
reception areas, modern dining kitchen, two 
good-sized bedrooms and the ultimate in 
luxury bathrooms. 

Guide price of £520,000‡

Average House Prices  
in the City Region West*

1 Bed Flats 	 £132,796

2 Bed Flats	 £183,036 

2 Bed Houses	 £116,323 

3 Bed Houses 	 £161,259

4 Bed Houses	 £252,005 

Average Rentals in  
the City Region West*

Studio Flats	 £263 pcm

1 Bed Flats 	 £411 pcm

2 Bed Flats	 £528 pcm 

2 Bed Houses	 £488 pcm

3 Bed Houses 	 £562 pcm

4 Bed Houses	 £931 pcm 

CITY REGION NORTH
Horwich, Bolton

Horwich is one of Bolton’s most vibrant 
towns and is situated in the rural setting of 
the West Pennine Moors. The panoramic 
views of the town are majestic and it’s a haven 
for ramblers who can enjoy scenic walks and 
picnic areas in the most beautiful countryside. 
However Horwich offers a contrasting appeal 
– for those nocturnal dwellers, one can eat, 
drink and be merry at one of many cafés, bars 
and restaurants dotted around the village.

Buying in 
the City Region North
The property stands amidst approximately 
three acres of superb grounds incorporating 
formal garden areas, natural grassland and a 
small private lake. The property is surrounded 
by beautiful open countryside and farmland 
with stunning open views from all aspects. 

Guide Price of £550,000*

Renting in 
the City Region North
Award winning mill conversion. Three-
bedroom apartment set within comfortable 
commuting distance of both Bolton and 
Manchester. The property benefits from many 
original features such as exposed brickwork 
and large double glazed feature windows.

Guide rental of £795 per calendar month*

Average House Prices in  
the City Region North*

1 Bed Flats	  £95,752

2 Bed Flats	 £133,422 

2 Bed Houses	 £117,451 

3 Bed Houses 	 £169,133

4 Bed Houses	 £320,744 

Average Rentals in the  
City Region North*

Studio Flats	 £407 pcm 

1 Bed Flats 	 £424 pcm

2 Bed Flats	 £525 pcm 

2 Bed Houses	 £485 pcm 

3 Bed Houses 	 £613 pcm

4 Bed Houses	 £848 pcm 

>

Providing a perfect fusion between 
old and new, countryside and urban 
living, the city region offers an eclectic 

mix of living experiences within its borders.
From smart inner-city apartments 

to traditional stone-built houses on the 
countryside’s doorstep, the region provides 
a lifestyle solution for the most avid of 
socialites to the most discerning of ramblers 
– and all those in between.

CITY CENTRE DWELLING
The rush to live in Manchester city 

centre continues and as more schemes are 
brought onto the market, the city continues 
to develop its multi-faceted character and 
unique living experience offer.

Castlefield
Castlefield is an Urban Heritage Park, 

providing a small oasis within a bustling and 
metropolitan city centre. The area offers an 
eclectic mix of contemporary bars and waterside 
pubs in a distinctly industrial setting, 
surrounded by railway viaducts and canal 
systems with an open theatre and numerous 
archaeological sites scattered around the area. 
Alfresco dining and drinking in the local 
watering holes helps the area maintain its 
unique cosmopolitan yet relaxed feel.

The Northern Quarter
This area is home to many of the city’s 

fashion designers, creative agencies, artistic 
bodies and eccentric retailers. Over recent 
years, the area has witnessed the arrival 
of new bars, restaurants and residential 
developments, all in keeping with the 
Northern Quarter’s quirky aura. It is fast 
becoming a vibrant area in which to live, 
work and play – an area that you must see 
to understand, with a vivacity and character 
second to none.

Renting in 
Manchester City Centre
APARTMENT: 125 VIE, CASTLEFIELD
Vie is a modern, stylish complex of luxury  
one and two-bedroom waterside apartments. 
Eye catching architecture set amongst 
shimmering water, viaducts and walkways. The 
development is just a stone’s throw away from 
the best shopping in the North West and the 
hippest bars, restaurants and entertainment. 

Guide rental of £625 per calendar month*

SKYLINE CHAMBERS,  
NORTHERN QUARTER
Two double-bedroomed, two-bathroomed 
apartment. With a good sized living area, 
the apartment benefits from floor to ceiling 
windows which attracts an abundance of 
natural light. The apartment is available  
fully furnished.

Guide rental of £695 per calendar month*

Average House Prices in 
Manchester City Centre*

1 Bed Flats 	 £143,201

2 Bed Flats	 £213,366 

3 Bed Flats 	 £416,578

2 Bed Houses	 £224,642 

3 Bed Houses 	 £232,480

Average Rental Prices in 
Manchester City Centre*

Studio Flats	 £569 pcm 

1 Bed Flats	 £616 pcm

2 Bed Flats 	 £831 pcm 

2 Bed Houses	 £728 pcm 

3 Bed Houses	 £788 pcm

*Source – www.findaproperty.com 
‡Source – www.rightmove.com 
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Dynamic,
multi-
cultural,
pioneering,
unique,
distincT–
this is the 
Manchester
city region.

PROPERTY
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PROPERTY cont.

CITY REGION SOUTH
Alderley Edge

Alderley Edge is a place of two halves: 
The Village and the Edge itself. The Village 
nestles at the bottom of the Edge and boasts a 
range of amenities, café culture offerings and 
chic restaurants and grills. The geological Edge 
is an escarpment of red sandstone 160 metres 
high, a place from which you can see the rolling 
landscapes of Manchester, Stockport and the 
Pennines beyond.

Buying in 
the City Region South
A spacious semi detached Victorian property, 
sympathetically extended and modernised to 
a high standard yet retaining many character 
features that make these properties so popular.

 

Guide price of £569,950*

Renting in 
the City Region South
didsbury

This large ground floor flat has lots of 
character and is situated in a great location 
just a short walk from Didsbury village. The 
property comes with five double bedrooms 
and a communal garden to the rear.

 

Guide rental of £250 per calendar month*

The area shot to fame when it was used as the 
setting for TV’s hit series Cold Feet, revealing 
Didsbury’s bohemia-meets-suburbia appeal. 
Just five miles south of the city centre you 
can find tree-lined streets, parkland, churches 
and local schools – together with a thriving 
café and bar culture, Didsbury remains a  
place of mass appeal to both families and 
young professionals.

Average House Prices in  
the City Region South*

1 Bed Flats	 £130,431 

2 Bed Flats 	 £201,117

2 Bed Houses 	 £219,525

3 Bed Houses	 £300,754 

4 Bed Houses 	 £523,558

Average Rentals in  
the City Region South*

Studio Flats	 £435 pcm 

1 Bed Flats 	 £435 pcm

2 Bed Flats	 £678 pcm 

2 Bed Houses	 £666 pcm 

3 Bed Houses 	 £808 pcm

4 Bed Houses	 £959 pcm 

 

CITY REGION EAST
Dukinfield

Dukinfield is a town that has retained 
much of its industrial heritage and individual 
identity over the years whilst managing to 
adapt to modern trends. Situated on the 
foothills of the Peak District National Park and 
approximately seven miles from Manchester 
city centre, the area is a mix of country and 
urban living; the best of both worlds. 

Buying in 
THE City Region East
Well presented mid-terrace which has the 
benefit of an open aspect over Dukinfield Park. 
Internally, the property offers a lounge and a 
dining kitchen with access to large cellar. To 
the first floor there are two bedrooms and a 
white bathroom.

Guide price of £100,000‡

REnting in 
the City Region East
Detached stone bungalow standing in a quiet 
and pleasant location with gas central heating. 
To be let furnished, comprising: hall, lounge, 
kitchen, two bedrooms, bathroom with 
shower, neat gardens with patio and driveway 
for three cars. 

Guide rental of £550 per calendar month‡

Average House Prices  
in the City Region East*

1 Bed Flats	 £82,300 

2 Bed Flats 	 £134,843

2 Bed Houses	 £112,817 

3 Bed Houses 	  £158,667

4 Bed Houses	 £220,605 

Average Rentals in  
the City Region East+

1 Bed Flats	  £421 pcm

2 Bed Flats	 £514 pcm 

2 Bed Houses	 £488 pcm 

3 Bed Houses 	 £579 pcm

4 Bed Houses	 £762 pcm 

*Source – www.findaproperty.com
‡Source – www.rightmove.com 
+Source – www.propertyfinder.com 

Serviced Apartments
The Atrium,  
by BridgeStreet Worldwide
BridgeStreet Worldwide are the world 
leader in providing serviced apartments.  
Their flagship property in Manchester: The 
Atrium offers 116 stylish and contemporary 
apartments arranged in a combination of 
studios, one and two bedrooms where guests 
can enjoy a spacious and fully functional 
home away from home boasting more space, 
a living/dining area, separate bedroom(s), 
a bathroom and a fully equipped kitchen 
creating the ideal environment to work,  
relax and entertain. 

Whether visiting for business or  
leisure, there is no minimum length of  
stay; the apartments have been designed  
to accommodate the transient traveller and 
extended stay guests alike. 

The range of rates available make it easy 
to suit every budget. 

There is no lease to sign, no deposit,  
no council tax and no utility bills.

Staying cool serviced 
apartments 
Hip hotel meets boutique serviced 
apartment. If you love style and design, 
are independently-minded, then you’ll love 
Staying Cool, Manchester’s home-grown, 
trendy, serviced apartment company 
– winners of this year’s best serviced 
apartments awards. 

 The company has 15 individually-
styled pads at four different locations in the 
upmarket Deansgate area. No two apartments 
are the same, yet the same philosophy imbues 
them all: great, functional design, state-of-
the-art technology and maximum comfort – 
all backed up by their seamless service.

All apartments have a major emphasis on 
comfort, design and technology, secure parking, 
complimentary espresso coffee, organic milk, 
oranges for the juicer, Egyptian cotton towels, 
fine bed linen and bath products. Everything 
you would expect from the very best boutique 
hotel – and more. M

Average Council Tax rates for Selected city region locations†

	 Band A	 Band B	 Band C	 Band D	 Band E	 Band F	 Band G	 Band H

Greater Manchester	 866.5	 1010.19	 1154.61	 1299.09	 1587.6	 1876.25	 2061.83	 2552.43

Manchester	 847.79	 989.08	 1130.38	 1271.68	 1554.28	 1836.87	 2119.47	 2543.36

Stockport	 914.02	 1066.35	 1218.69	 1371.03	 1675.71	 1980.38	 2285.05	 2742.06

Trafford	 806.56	 940.97	 1075.40	 1209.83	 1478.69	 1747.53	 2016.39	 2419.66

Bury	 891.56	 1040.14	 1188.74	 1337.33	 1634.52	 1931.70	 2228.89	 2674.66

Wigan	 887.29	 1035.16	 1183.04	 1330.93	 1626.69	 1922.45	 2181.87	 2661.86
†�Data taken from respective Local Authorities' websites

Household Type Breakdown of Prices: Comparison  
between Greater Manchester and Greater London††

	T erraced	D etached	S emi Detached	 Maisonette/Flat	A ll Types

Greater Manchester	 79 804	 259 264	 139 925	 142 052	 128 297

Greater London	 324 908	 626 589	 364 416	 318 869	 355 325
†�†�www.landregistry.gov.uk

Other serviced apartment providers

The Place	 www.theplacehotel.com

Express Networks	 www.theapartmentcompanyuk.com

Premier Apartments Manchester	 www.premierapartmentsmanchester.com

Great Northern Tower	 www.servicedapartmentsmanchester.com

Manchester Apartment	 www.manchesterapartment.co.uk

La Suisse	 www.lasuisse.co.uk

Oakfield Court	 www.oakfield-court.co.uk

Blue Rainbow Apartments	 www.bluerainbowapartments.com
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I camE to Manchester to
take up a new role at The
Standards Board, having 

spent most of my life in London. I’ve really 
enjoyed my time in Manchester so far and am 
particularly enjoying living in the city centre.

“When I moved, I knew I wanted to live 
in the centre – it's something I would never 
have been able to do in London because of  
the cost. Selling my property in London 
meant that I could buy a fantastic ground 
floor apartment in an old flour mill in 
Castlefield – you definitely get more for  
your money on property here.

“Castlefield is a well established 
residential area next to canals and some great 
bars and restaurants. It’s close to Deansgate 
and walking distance from everything you 
might need in the city centre. For me, that 
also means a pleasant half hour walk to work.

“There’s a really good variety of things to 
do. When the International Festival was on  
I managed to catch quite a few events. I go to 
the Cornerhouse quite often to see arthouse 
films, the Royal Exchange is a great theatre 
and I’ve been to a few gigs at the Apollo. 

“There are plenty of good restaurants and 
bars around Manchester. There’s a great Thai 
restaurant in Chinatown, called Phetpailin, 
that I love – the food is great. Independent 
pizza restaurant Croma is another favourite 
and I like Akbars for curry and El Rincon for 
tapas. For bars, the Northern Quarter has 
some fantastic independents like Centro and 
Odd, and The Knott and Dukes 92 are ideal  
for relaxing near the canals in Castlefield. 
Everything’s in easy walking distance too.

“I’m an Arsenal supporter but I’ve been 
to a few football matches here. Some friends 
came up recently for the Arsenal – Man City 
match. We got the bus down to the stadium 
then walked back into town afterwards for  
a few drinks. It all feels so easy; the city is  
big but very manageable to get around. In 
London you could be looking at a two hour 
trip to get to the football ground. 

“Getting to London from Manchester, 
particularly on the train, is no hassle at all.  
It’s really not that far – I sometimes go down 
and back on the same day. The airport is really 
handy too and much easier than flying from 
Heathrow or Gatwick. One thing that I really 
appreciate is when I get back to Manchester 
from a holiday or a business trip – whether 
you arrive at the Airport or Piccadilly train 
station – you can get home so easily. You can 
just jump on a train from the airport or in  
a cab. 

“I’ve taken the opportunity to get out 
into the Peak District for walking too. Even 
without a car it’s easy to get to – the train 
takes half an hour from the city centre. 
Chapel-en-le-Frith, Edale and Marple are 
great Peak District villages to visit and with 
the extensive transport links you can easily 
get to other cities like Leeds, Liverpool and 
Sheffield too.

“I would definitely recommend 
Manchester, without a doubt. I’d been to 
Manchester a few times before with business 
and went on a reconnaissance visit hosted  
by MIDAS, so I knew a little bit about the city 
before I came, but I have enjoyed it even more 
than I had anticipated.”

“

Gary Hickey, Research and 
Monitoring Manager at The 
Standards Board for England 
has been enjoying restaurants, 
bars and life in Manchester 
since relocating in 2006.
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Manchester has an incredibly 
broad and deep labour market 
spread across sectors as diverse  

as finance, media, life sciences, professional 
services, logistics and advanced manufacturing. 
With such a varied business environment 
complementing a strong public sector, finding 
the perfect job in the city region has never 
been easier for relocatees. 

There’s a great selection of agencies and 
specialist websites, dedicated to helping 
job seekers find the right job, in the right 
industry, and in the right locality. 

> �www.jobsjourneynorthwest.co.uk  
– a website specifically designed to allow 
people to search for vacancies in a town 
or even post code area – ideal for those 
relocating to a new area.

 
> �www.thejobsmine.co.uk  

– the largest local jobs website in the city 
region run by M.E.N. Media and covering  
all industry sectors.

> ��www.eurolondon.com  
– a dedicated languages recruitment  
agency for those seeking to use their 
multilingual skills.

> �www.upwebsite.com  
– a specialist recruiter with a focus on 
providing good quality human resource 
positions. 

> �www.sellickpartnership.co.uk  
– a recruiter for the financial and legal 
sectors in the city.

> �www.wwbrecruitment.com  
– a specialist recruiter for financial, legal, 
insolvency and HR professionals.

With an ever increasing number of major 
international players – from Bank of New 
York Mellon to Google and now the BBC – 
choosing to establish operations in the city 
region, Manchester has endless opportunities 
for successful career progression. 

So whatever your vocation, you’re sure to  
find the position that’s right for you… M

“The coordination of two new careers in a new 
area has been a huge challenge over the past 
18 months, but we have successfully managed 
it – and we’re loving every minute!” 

Stefan Foster  
Executive Director Operations, National 
Computing Centre Membership Services

“My wife and I could see clear benefits for  
the whole family from a relocation. There  
were good opportunities for Jane’s career  
in the media.”

Neil Crossley  
Partner, DLA Piper LLP






